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Divine Mercy Catholic Church

2231 Club Center Drive, Sacramento, CA 95835
Tel: (916) 256-3134 www.divinemercynatomas.com
Parish Email: parish@divinemercynatomas.com
Virtual Office Hours Tuesday and Friday , 9:00-2:00
Week
of
Prayer
for
Christian Unity
Jan 18-25, 2021
Virtual Special Event -Tuesday, January 19th
From 2:00-5:00 p.m.
The theme for the event is Abide in my love and
you shall bear much fruit (cf. John 15:1-17). This
event is sponsored by the North State Ecumenical Conference and the Diocesan Ecumenical
and Interreligious Commissionhas.

PASTOR Father Eric Flores pastor@divinemercynatomas.com
Deacon Rick Morales deacon@divinemercynatomas.com
Deacon James Ogbonna deaconjames@divinemercynatomas.com

Mass Schedule
Mon-Fri Mass
Saturday Mass
Sunday Mass

8:30 M
8:30 AM
9:30 AM
11:30 AM

NOTE: 7:30 AM MASS AND 5:00 PM MASSES
ON SUNDAYS ARE SUSPENDED DUE TO
COVID-UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE!

Sacraments and Rosaries
Sacrament of Penance

Every Voice and Sing by a Virtual Ecumenical

To be announced.

faith leaders, who will address Racism in the

Anointing of the Sick

tian faith leaders (including Bishop Jaime Soto),
with Bishop Minerva Carcaño of the United Methodist Church, California Nevada Conference, as
the Homilist
Here is the Web Link you can use for the Virtual
Special Event on January 19th: https://
www.scd.org/wpcu2021 There is no charge for
this event. If you are interested or have questions, please contact Deacon Dennis Gorsuch,
NSEC Chair, at (916) 984-8550, or E-mail: dennisgorsuch@comcast.net

Please call the Parish Office.

Rosary English:
30 mins before Mass

Chaplet of Divine Mercy
After the Rosary before Mass

Exposition and Adoration
Temporarily suspended due to COVID

THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR
PERSONAL VISITS AND PRAYER- TUESDAYS THROUGH
FRIDAYS FROM 9AM TO
2:30PM. WE ASK THAT YOU
SANITIZE THE PEW WHERE YOU
WERE SITTING BEFORE LEAVING.

MISSION STATEMENT ~ To establish a faith-filled community bonded by love. To proclaim the good news, foster
personal encounters with the living Christ and strengthen the family by witnessing the gospel values of love, mercy, justice,
forgiveness and service to all.

A Word From Our Pastor...
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December 30, 2020
A Message From Bishop Jaime Soto

When considering a vaccine, one should review its
safety and effectiveness as well as any possible
health concerns such as allergies. Bishop Soto, in
unison with his brother bishops in California, presents the following important moral considerations
as well. Mindful of the Church’s moral teaching, he
encourages Catholics to receive a safe and effective COVID-19 vaccine for the sake of oneself, our
loved ones, and the common good.
As the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines against COVID-19 become available, it
is critically important that Catholics and others have an accurate understanding of how these vaccines may be viewed from the perspective of Catholic
moral teaching and tradition. The Vatican’s doctrinal office, the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), has determined that it is “morally acceptable” for Catholics to take these vaccines against the COVID-19 Virus. Their
determination is deeply rooted in the Catholic moral tradition. A brief review
of their discernment in reaching this determination will assist people as they
consider use of these vaccine and other vaccines.
Vaccine development and production over the last several decades has often
relied upon some cell lines that lamentably were originally developed from
cells obtained from two fetuses that were aborted in the ‘70s and ‘80s. The
Pfizer and Moderna vaccines are not dependent on these cell lines. They
were developed using
different technology relying
on ribonucleic
acid (RNA)
from the virus
itself. Even
though the
vaccines may
have been tested using compromised cell lines, this does not establish a
connection between the vaccine recipient and the abortion. Consequently,
use of these vaccines is ethically sound.
Other vaccines in development (including AstraZeneca and Johnson & Johnson) have been developed from compromised cell lines. The specific moral
questions are whether a recipient of these COVID-19 vaccines developed
from such cell lines is morally complicit in the original abortions, and whether
use of the vaccine will lead others to have abortions. According to Catholic
moral teaching and tradition, it is morally unacceptable for an individual or
institution to contribute to and influence an immoral act committed by another
in a way that shows they approve or intend the immoral act. It is also wrong
for them to contribute components that are essential to the immoral act, even
if they do not intend the act of the other, and to lead others by example to
engage in an immoral act.
Since it is impossible to influence an act that occurred in the past, a recipient
of the COVID-19 vaccines developed from cell lines in question cannot influence or contribute to anything regarding the original abortions. Again, the
mere fact that a vaccine may have been tested using these cell lines does
not establish a connection between the vaccine recipient and the abortion.
Furthermore, simply knowing the origin of the cell lines does not mean that
one intends abortion. Thus, a recipient of the vaccine does not approve of or
intend the original abortions, or materially contribute to them. Clearly, all that
the recipient intends is the good preventing disease and saving lives. This
includes protecting countless pregnant women from contracting COVID-19,
who will be able to carry their unborn babies safely to term.

The act of receiving the COVID-19 vaccines developed from the cell lines in
question does not lead others to procure abortion. The action of the recipient
is not the reason why someone has an abortion, nor is it an endorsement of
abortion. Furthermore, vaccine researchers and others who develop cell lines
from abortion-derived cells or use such cell lines in research do not lead persons to procure abortions. Researchers who develop or use these types of
cell lines do so because they either see no connection of their work to abortion and/or because of the success of the cell line for research to develop
effective and safe vaccines.
On December 21, 2020, the Vatican’s doctrinal office, the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith (CDF), issued a statement noting it is “morally acceptable” for Catholics to take vaccines against COVID-19. Among other
things, the CDF stated:
"All vaccinations recognized as clinically safe and effective can be used in
good conscience with the certain knowledge that the use of such vaccines
does not constitute formal cooperation with the abortion from which the cells
used in production of the vaccines derive” … “the morality of vaccination depends not only on the duty to protect one's own health, but also on the duty to
pursue the common good."
"In the absence of other means to stop or even prevent the epidemic, the
common good may recommend vaccination, especially to protect the weakest
and most exposed."
If some of the faithful choose not to take the vaccine for reasons of conscience, the Vatican says those persons "must do their utmost to avoid …
becoming vehicles for the transmission of the infectious agent."
I hope these reflections are helpful. Our commitment to the health and dignity
of each human life compels us to be vigilant about the moral implications of
medical technological developments as well as taking the necessary personal
precautions, including the vaccine, to protect and care for one another. We
rely on the intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary so that we may be guided
by the wisdom and mercy of her Son, Jesus.
Respectfully,
+Jaime Soto
Bishop of Sacramento
SAINTS AND READINGS OF THE WEEK

Sunday, Jan 10
St. William of Bourges
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 ; Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 ; Acts 10:34-38 ; Cf. Jn 1:29 ;
Mk 1:7-11
Monday, Jan 11
St. Theodosius the Cenobiarch
Heb 1:1-6 ; 97:1 and 2b, 6 and 7c, 9 ; Mk 1:15 ; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday, Jan 12
St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Heb 2:5-12 ; 8:2ab and 5, 6-7, 8-9 ; See 1 Thes 2:13 ; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday, Jan 13
St. Hilary of Poitiers
Heb 2:14-18 ; 105:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8-9 ; Jn 10:27 ; Mk 1:29-39
Thursday, Jan 14
St. Felix of Nola
Heb 3:7-14 ; 95:6-7c, 8-9, 10-11 ; See Mt 4:23 ; Mk 1:40-45
Friday, Jan 15
St. Paul the Hermit
Heb 4:1-5, 11 ; 78:3 and 4bc, 6c-7, 8 ; Lk 7:16 ; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday, Jan 16
St. Fursey
Heb 4:12-16 ; 19:8, 9, 10, 15 ; Lk 4:18 ; Mk 2:13-17

dmprayerwarriors@yahoo.com

Stewardship Renewal -Week 1
Mass Schedule and Intentions

SHARING OUR TREASURE

Sunday, Jan 10
9:30 am

Fiscal Year July 2020- June 2021
For The Week Ended 1/3/2021
OFFERTORY REQUIREMENTS
Average 5 week Month Require$
ment
Weekly Average Requirements $
Week of:
3-Jan
wk 1
Week of:
10-Jan
wk 2
Week of:
17-Jan
wk 3
Week of:
24-Jan
wk 4
Week of:
31-Jan
wk 5
Total Collections This Month

75,000
15,000

$

9,008

$

9,008

Note: The Above Amounts Do Not Include Building Fund Totals.

CHURCH MORTGAGE
Mortgage Loan Balance 01/1/2021 $

1,937,310

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS
SUPPORT OF OUR PARISH
This Week:
Weekend Mass Attendance Totaled = 430
Offertory Donations From Cash/Checks = $4,180
Offertory Donations From Connect Now Giving = $4,828
Mortgage Reduction Donations (Checks) = $4,592
Mortgage Reduction Donations (CNG) = $1,959
Total For Both Collections = $6,551
New Year's Collection = $4,552
Plan ahead, sign up for Connect Now Giving

God Bless You for Your Continuing Generosity
Have your gift recorded by using envelopes. We will provide you with
a record of your tax-deductible donations every year. Don’t have
envelopes? Call Parish office to request – it’s easy!

Into the Mix
Thursday, January 21st 2021 at 7:00pm/FREE
YouTube Channel: Diocese of Sacramento
Into the Mix has kicked off and we have our
next stream scheduled for Thursday, January
21st! "Into the Mix" is a monthly livestream on
YouTube where we will have guests share about their spiritual lives,
talk theology and reveal their signature drink. Come and ask questions
through chat, engage in dialogue, and hear about various topics
through the lens of the Catholic faith. Come to the table with a drink,
some snacks and join in the conversation.

11:30 am
Monday, Jan 11
8:30 am
Tuesday, Jan 12
8:30 am
Wed, Jan 13
8:30 am
Thursday, Jan 14
8:30 am
Friday, Jan 15
8:30 am
Saturday, Jan 16
8:30 am
Sunday, Jan 17
9:30 am
11:30 am

Alex Balais (Birthday)
Fr. Eric
Fausta Ibay Laquindanum +
Tiara Abraham (Birthday)
Taji Abraham (Birthday)
Arnaldo & Evelyn Reyes (45th Wedding Anv) Fr. Eric
Fr. Ho
Fr. Eric
Fr. Eric
Reiko Kihara (10th Birthday)

Fr. Eric

Aida Balais (Birthday)

Fr. Eric
Fr. Eric

Fausta Ibay Laquindanum +

Fr. Eric
Fr. Eric

